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We are delighted to welcome you to this special 
celebration event marking the 40th anniversary of 
the Healthcare Infection Society (HIS) and the Journal 
of Hospital infection (JHI).

Rescheduled from June 2020, this event celebrates 
the achievements of the Society and the JHI and looks 
forwards to the future. 

The programme includes presentations from speakers 
who will review the last 40 years, and look to current 
and likely challenges posed by healthcare-associated 
infections in the years ahead. We hope you enjoy the 
event, and that you also enjoy meeting friends and 
colleagues—past, present and future—and in person, 
especially given the limited opportunities to do that 
during the last two years.

On behalf of the Society I would like to thank the 
40th Anniversary Scientific Programme Committee, 
speakers, chairs and delegates, many of whom were 
founding members. Sincere thanks also to Robert 
Spencer for researching and writing the Society’s 
history book Healthcare Infection Society: Forty Years and 
Counting, which we offer as a gift to all attendees today. 

Thanks are due to Barry Cookson for producing 
the slideshow and video that are on display in the 
exhibition area.

On behalf of the 40th Anniversary Scientific Programme 
Committee, I would like to especially acknowledge the 
staff of HIS who have worked very hard throughout the 
pandemic – including to make this event a reality, when 
it was often unclear as to whether it would go ahead. 
Special thanks are due to Kay Miller, HIS CEO, and 
Helen Davies, Head of Membership and Professional 
Development, for their continued support, guidance 
and efforts.

Within the exhibition area you will find the collection of 
books bequeathed to the Society by founder member 
Bill Newsom, an example of the HIS Gold Medal and 
other materials from the Society’s past.

There is a curated display of the original artworks from 
Anna Dumitriu, and we encourage you to contribute to 
the Ex Voto piece. Anna’s biography and descriptions of 
her work are included in this programme book.

Finally, we conclude today’s event with a drinks 
reception and dinner which we hope you will enjoy. 

 

Professor Hilary Humphreys
President of the Healthcare Infection Society 
2018–2022

Welcome
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Event information
Wi-Fi 

All attendees will have access to complimentary 
Wi-Fi. Log in to the BMA House visitor network and 
enter the password BMAHouse1832

Venues

Main meeting
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JP

Lecture theatre
Great Hall

Drinks reception, catering, posters and exhibition
Paget room and Snow room

Celebration dinner

All attendees are invited to attend a celebration dinner 
at 19:15 at The Bloomsbury:

16–22 Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3NN

There will be a guided walk (of approximately 
17 minutes) from outside BMA House to 
The Bloomsbury at 18:50 (see map, right).

Dress code
Business/informal.

Seating
The dinner is intended to be an informal event to allow 
you to reconnect with friends and colleagues, and as 
such there is no allocated seating plan. 

Dietary requirements
If you have specific dietary requirements, your name 
badge will have a coloured card on the reverse.

Please ensure this card is removed and placed in front 
of you when you are seated for dinner. This will allow 
the servers at The Bloomsbury to identify you.

Russell Square

Tavistock 
Square

Gardens

Gordon
Square

Bedford
Square
Garden

BMA House

The Bloomsbury

Montague Pl
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W
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History of the Society
In 1979 a group of consultant medical microbiologists 
met to discuss the formation of a learned society 
that would foster the scientific interests of hospital 
doctors who were interested in nosocomial (or 
‘hospital-acquired’) infections.

The first scientific meeting on the topic of ‘Practical 
Problems in Hospital Infections’ took place in January 
1980, and was attended by the first four Officers: 
Graham Ayliffe (Chairman), David C Shanson (General 
Secretary), Mark Casewell (Meetings Secretary) and 
Peter D Meers (Honorary Treasurer).

In the same year, the first issue of the JHI was 
published in March, and included articles covering 
issues still relevant today, such as the role of 
isolation, surveillance and an outbreak of Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa.

At its inaugural AGM held 9 January 1981, the Society 
reported a membership of 264. Since then, membership 
has grown to over 1,300, and the Society has organised 
multiple conferences and educational training events 
each year. 

During 2019 and 2020, the Society’s Honorary 
Archivist, Robert C Spencer (Chair of HIS 2001–2007) 
continued the work of Philip J Sanderson (Honorary 
Archivist 1989–1992) and researched and recorded the 
past activities of HIS and the JHI. A book documenting 
the first 40 years entitled Healthcare Infection Society: 
Forty Years and Counting was published digitally on 12 
February 2021. 

The second edition is available in print in the exhibition 
area.

Above: Attendees at the virtual book launch, 12 February 2021
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Healthcare Infection Society: a timeline
May 1979

First meeting to discuss the formation of a society for medical microbiologists 
with a special interest in nosocomial infections

June 1979
Discussions with Academic Press regarding a new 
Journal of Hospital Infection (JHI)July 1979

First meeting of the newly formed 
Steering Committee 

January 1980
First Scientific Meeting and Society 

formally launched

October 1979
Agreed name as Hospital Infection Society

January 1980
First Lowbury Lecture is delivered by 
Peter JE Cruse from Canada

March 1980
First issue of the JHI published

1982
First HIS Working Party formed

1986
First Hospital Hygiene Course takes place at Falfield 
College, Gloucestershire (now Eastwood Park)

March 1987
First Foundation Course in Hospital Infection 
takes place in Colindale

1994
First Federation of Infection Societies (FIS) 
Conference takes place

February 1980
First meeting of HIS Council 

January 1981
First Annual General Meeting 

January 1983
The Hospital Infection Society registered as charity 
(number 286064) with the UK Charity Commission 

1986
HIS Travelling scholarships launched

August 1987
First HIS International Conference, London

1996
First HIS international study tour 

takes place to Southern India 1996
First HIS Gold Medal awarded to Edward Lowbury

June 2000
162 King’s Cross Road was purchased 

by the Society for £350,000 March 2003
Society headquarters officially opened 
by Sir Liam Donaldson2006

HIS begins supporting Don’t panic!
February 2007
epic2 published in JHI

September 2007
My five moments for hand hygiene 

published in JHI 2010
Healthcare-associated infection control 
Diploma and MSc launched2010

Mike Emmerson Early Career Award launched 
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2012
First FIS/HIS International Conference takes place

2013
Graham Ayliffe Training Fellowship established

August 2014
Change of registration with the Charity 

Commission to a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (number 1158172)

April 2014
Trainee membership becomes free of charge

2014
Trainee Representative role added to HIS Council

2015
Guideline methodology accreditation obtained 
from the National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence (NICE)

May 2017
First DIPC Development Day takes place

2018
Two new certificates in IPC launched

April 2018
New HIS brand and website launched

2018
Career Development Bursaries, Sponsored Events 
and Public Engagement Grants launched

2015
Trainee Education Programme launched

2016
Trainee Committee formed 

2017
Constitution amended to include a lay trustee 

as a member of Council 

March 2018
HIS Council approve the development 

of a new open access journal

November 2018
First Gary French Lecture delivered by Gary French 

during the FIS Conference in Newcastle: 
‘The rise and fall of MRSA in England’ 

March 2019
New gold open access journal Infection 

Prevention in Practice launched
September 2019
Second five-year (2020–2025) strategy launched

2019
First HQ, 162 King’s Cross Road 

sold for £1,305,000 
October 2020
IPC Matters e-resource launched

March 2020
Purchase of Montagu House completed 
and ready for occupation in September June 2020

First HIS Early Career Award to Benjamin Parcell
November 2020

First three Honorary memberships were awarded to 
Peter Hoffman, Martin Kiernan and Peter Wilson November 2020

Final HIS Gold Medal awarded to David Shanson

2022
40th anniversary celebration event takes place 19 May!  

2011
Education Committee and the Scientific 
Development Committee formed2011

Members vote to change the Society’s name to 
‘Healthcare Infection Society’

February 2021
40th anniversary history book published— 

Healthcare Infection Society: Forty years and Counting
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Programme
Arrival and registration

Welcome 

The formation and history of the Society 

Session 1 | Overview of healthcare-associated 
infections and the evolution of HIS, international 
conferences, Lowbury Lectures and education 
and training activities of HIS

Overview of healthcare-associated infections and 
infection prevention and control

The Lowbury Lectures,  1980–2022

How infection training has changed 
and is changing

Coffee / Tea

Session 2 | Impact of HIS-funded research 

Impact of HIS-funded research: where has it led? 
Virtual presentation

HIS – over a decade of changing my career 
trajectory

Session 3 | Top papers from the Journal of Hospital 
Infection (JHI)

Most influential JHI papers 
 

What did we miss the first time around? What are 
the lessons we should have learned?

Lunch

Session 4 | Working parties and guidelines

Working parties: how influential has HIS been 
to the UK reduction in C. difficile and MRSA? 
Do guidelines make a difference?
Virtual presentation

Challenges in producing guidelines

Professor Hilary Humphreys, Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland; HIS President 

Dr David Shanson, HIS Founder Member

Chair: Dr Elisabeth Ridgway, Sheffield Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust; past HIS Chair

Dr Susan Hopkins, UKHSA

Dr Bob Spencer, Honorary HIS Archivist

Dr Julian Sutton, University Hospital Southampton 
NHS Foundation Trust

Snow room

Chair: Dr Peter Jenks, University Hospitals 
Plymouth; past Honorary HIS Secretary

Professor Jean-Yves Maillard, Cardiff School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Dr Elaine Cloutman-Green, Great Ormond Street 
Hospital and University College London

Chair: Dr Nik Mahida, Nottingham University 
Hospitals; Editor, JHI 

Dr Jim Gray, Birmingham Children’s Hospital; 
Editor in Chief, JHI 

Martin Kiernan, University of West London

Paget and Snow rooms

Chair: Dr Geoff Ridgway OBE; past HIS President

Professor Mark Wilcox, Leeds Teaching Hospitals

Professor Peter Wilson, UCLH NHS Foundation 
Trust; HIS Guidelines Committee Chair

09:30 

10:00

10:05

10:25

10:25

10:45

11:05

11:20

11:40

11:40

11:55

12:15

12:15

12:40

13:00

14:00

14:00

14:20
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Session 5 | Looking forwards 

Happy birthday HIS: what can you do for 
patients and what can we do for you?

Pathogen sequencing for patient care and 
public health: past, present and future

Antibiotic resistance and antimicrobial 
stewardship

40 years (and a few more) of understanding 
respiratory emissions: what have we learnt 
and what are the implications for IPC?

Session 6 | Panel discussion: what have we learnt 
and future challenges
 

Closing remarks

Drinks reception and exhibition

Video screening 

Dinner

Chair: Dr Manjula Meda, Frimley Health 
Foundation Trust; HIS Honorary Secretary

Jennifer Bostock, Lay Member, HIS Working Parties

Professor Sharon Peacock, University of 
Cambridge

Professor Peter Davey, University of Dundee

Professor Cath Noakes, University of Leeds

Chair: Professor Thomas Rogers, Trinity College 
Dublin; past HIS President

Panel:
Dr Luke Moore, Chelsea and Westminster NHS 
Foundation Trust and Imperial College Healthcare 
NHS Trust;
Dr Tim Boswell, Nottingham University Hospitals 
NHS Trust;
Professor Sharon Peacock, University of 
Cambridge;
Dr Oliver Bannister (ID/MM SpR), Oxford 
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and 
Vice-Chair HIS Trainee Committee;
Jennifer Bostock, Lay Member, HIS Working 
Parties;

Dr Chris Settle, South Tyneside and Sunderland 
NHS Foundation Trust; HIS Chair;

Paget and Snow rooms 
Special exhibition showcasing the Society’s 
history and an exhibition of the work of artist 
Anna Dumitriu

Great Hall 
1) BBC News (~1988)
2) Panorama programme (1996) 
3) Surveillance not just a search for infection 
(1993) 
4) Foundation Course lectures/lecturers
5) Lowbury Lectures
6) Foundation Course lecturers 2022

The Bloomsbury
16–22 Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3NN 

14:40

14:40

14:55

15:15

15:35

15:55
 

16:25

16:30

16:30 
–18:30

19:15

Programme
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Video and slide show 
by Professor Barry Cookson
HIS has archive photographs taken over the years, 
which were used to illustrate the 40th anniversary 
book, Healthcare Infection Society: Forty Years and 
Counting. In addition, others were provided by 
Shaheen Mehtar, Geoff Scott, David Shanson and I.

I also took screenshots from videos (see below), 
obtaining permission to use these, where required, 
from the BBC. I adjusted all these photos as needed to 
make them clearer or more suitable for the publication 
and presentation today. 

I have then incorporated these photographs, and 
others not used in the publication, into a slideshow 
that will be shown continuously in the Paget room and 
in the lecture theatre between lecture sessions. The 
names of those appearing have been added to many of 
the photographs. 

In addition, I have several videos that I have converted 
digitally and am donating to HIS. I was delighted to hear 
that HIS also wanted me to produce a video for today 
of extracts from these videos. This video will be played 
continuously in the Paget Room and in the lecture 
theatre after the lectures at the end of the day.

If during today’s meeting anyone has more photos, 
videos or other films which they think would be of 
interest to HIS, can they please contact kay.miller@his.
org.uk or the HIS staff team at the registration desk.

The videos comprise the following in order of their 
appearance:

1) BBC News (~1988)
This is taken from a Newsnight team visit to the (now 
Royal) London Hospital, which had been dealing with 
multiple importations of patients with EMRSA-1. They 
had established an MRSA patient isolation ward to 
help contain the problem. David Williams and Georgia 
Duckworth explained some of the issues.

They also visited Mark Casewell, who had been at 
the London, but was now at King’s College Hospital, 
University of London. They were all asked about the 
threat of vancomycin resistance.

2) Panorama programme (1996) 
This was a ground-breaking programme. Before this, 
the acronym ‘MRSA’ had been largely unknown to 
British audiences. The one-hour harrowing programme 
was also transmitted globally through the BBC World 

Service. I have just extracted excerpts relevant to 
today’s celebrations. A 40-minute videocassette is held 
as “771V” in the moving image and sound collections 
of the Wellcome Library, London. I have also digitised it 
and lodged it with HIS.

3) Surveillance not just a search for infection (1993)
This was made professionally by the Public Laboratory 
Health Service and won a British Medical Association 
(BMA) Bronze Educational Award.

The whole video was available via the Public Health 
Laboratory Service (PHLS) library. It also referred to 
Helen Glenister’s pioneering PhD on hospital infection 
surveillance methodology, as relevant today as when it 
was published. Lynda Taylor is also seen. She lectured on 
the Foundation Course for many years (1985 to ~2007). 
I also took a video of her lecturing on the course, not 
shown today.

All three videos above, together with another Panorama 
programme on the Eastern Australian MRSA (the UK 
EMRSA-1 was a descendant from this), were shown 
during lunch time or in the evening at the Foundation 
Course from ~1994 to 2010. They were very popular 
indeed, and informed many of the discussions over 
the week.

4) Foundation Course lectures/lecturers
Unfortunately, I was unable to take many videos over 
the 22 years I ran the Foundation Course, I also had my 
day job and it was VERY busy! I have extracted some 
brief segments from the various recordings I did make, 
or collected, to show today.

i. John Babb was a famous clinical scientist from the 
Birmingham Hospital Infection Research Laboratory. 
He lectured from 1985 until he retired. This was the last 
time (~1996) he presented his very popular lecture on 
infestations.

ii. Ty Pitt was a world-renowned Gram-negative rod 
expert who lectured between 1985 and 2010. This is an 
extract from his 2010 retirement talk.

iii. Hilary Humphreys, Louise Teare and John Grant-
Casey (~2008). I have shown parts of the introduction 
to an extremely popular all-day session these lecturers 
held for several years on Route Cause Analysis (RCA). 
The attendees reported at the end of the day their 
RCA findings, after having analysed and discussed 
data they had been given, to an ‘Outbreak Committee’ 
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comprising these three lecturers. It was always 
entertaining and educational for everyone present, 
lecturers and attendees.

iv. Barry Cookson lecturing at the PHLS Colindale centre 
(1997). I presented on MRSA, including the findings of 
an important 1995 survey of UK infection control teams 
on MRSA prevention and control.

In the afternoon, the new HIS, Infection Control Nurses 
Association (ICNA, now the Infection Prevention Society 
(IPS)), British Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 
(BSAC) guidelines (which were published in the Journal 
of Hospital Infection in 1998) were presented. Sadly, that 
session was not filmed, although there was a sound 
tape made which I am endeavouring to locate.

v. David Livermore lectured on the Foundation Course 
from ~1994 to 2010. Antimicrobial resistance and 
stewardship became increasingly important during 
the 1990s and HIS Council agreed that we should 
incorporate more of these two topics into the course.

This is an extract from the same 1997 Colindale 
meeting as in iv. above. The whole day is a treasure 
trove, including presentations by several other UK and 
American experts, including Alan Percival and Norman 
Simmons. I am going to digitise it all and see if the BSAC 
or HIS wish to have it.

5) Lowbury Lecture
Only two of these were recorded (Evelina Tacconelli 
and Marc Bonten), and these are available on the HIS 
website. I have taken excerpts from these two lectures, 
as well as Hilary Humphreys presenting an interesting 
biography of Edward Lowbury. 

6) 2022 Foundation Course lecturers
I have also included extracts from some of the current 
lecturers. Apologies for the variable sound quality; 
these were taken from sessions recorded virtually.

I was restricted in choice by time constraints, but have 
tried to cover the breadth of topics included during the 
course, and where the videos also included the lecturers. 
Apologies to several lecturers not shown today.

Music acknowledgement: The Recession is Over. 
Composer Tim McMorris, timmcmorris.com

Professor Barry Cookson, 
biography

Barry Cookson is an Honorary Professor in Medical 
Microbiology, University College London and an 
external consultant to ECDC and WHO (Geneva).

He was Director of the Laboratory of Healthcare 
Associated Infection of the Health Protection Agency 
for over 22 years, where his laboratory was responsible, 
amongst many other functions, for supporting UK 
diagnostic, antimicrobial stewardship and infection 
control activities.

He has chaired or served on many national and 
international guideline groups. He has been a HIS Council 
Member on several occasions, chaired their Foundation, 
DipHIC Course and Examination Committees and run 
the HIS/HPA Foundation Course for over 22 years, with 
over 850 attendees.

He was, until 2016, chair of the European Society of 
Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Disease (ESCMID) 
Study Group on Nosocomial Infection, examines and 
is a referee for grants to many bodies including the 
Innovation Medicines Initiative. He chaired the DH 
Antimicrobial Prescribing Competencies committee 
and is currently involved in a similar initiative for the 
European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 
Disease and a scientific advisor to the “REVERSE” and 
Long Term Care Surveillance European Studies.

His contributions to Infection Control and Antimicrobial 
Stewardship were recognised by the Royal College of 
Physicians with their first ever Lifetime Achievement 
Award in May 2017. In 2020 he was awarded a DSc by 
Imperial College London, his application comprising 
these same two areas of expertise. Two of his hobbies are 
demonstrated today (photography and videography).
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Speaker biographies
Jennifer Bostock

Jennifer’s interest in infection stems from being a 
patient with multiple long-term conditions requiring 
primary and secondary care and frequent surgery.

She has spent time as an inpatient due to infection 
and is particularly concerned with healthcare-acquired 
infection (HCAI) having lost a close friend to an HCAI. 
She has been involved as a co-applicant on a number 
of infection trials and is currently leading the PPI for 
a rapid diagnostic testing study and the evaluation of 
the implementation of a national AMR strategy and 
chairing an expert advisory group for a UTI in care 
homes study. 

Jennifer’s research association is varied. She chairs the 
Public Advisory Group and is the Ethics Lead for the 
NIHR Research Design Service in London. She is a former 
Vice Chair of an NHS Research Ethics Committee (REC) 
and current Vice Chair and training lead for a global 
REC (Save the Children).

Jennifer has sat on five NIHR funding panels, the 
Cancer Research UK Early Diagnosis Funding Panel 
and is currently on the Health Technology Assessment 
Commissioning Board; the Research for Patient 
Benefit  Chair’s Interview Panel and the Department 
of Health and Social Security Multimorbidity Funding 
Panel. She sits on the board of the NIHR School of 
Public Health Research, NIHR Evaluation, Trials and 
Studies Coordinating Centre’s PPI Reference Group 
and the International Strategic Advisory Board of the 
Cambridge University Public Health and Global Public 
Health research units where she is also PPI Lead and 
Chair of the WM Public Advisory Group. She is PPI Co-
Lead for three Policy Research Units (QSO; PIRU and PH) 
and Chair of the PAG at the Cancer Screening and Early 
Diagnosis PRU. She sits on the Behavioural Science 
Policy Research Unit Scientific Advisory Board and a 
member of the NIHR COVID College of Experts. 

Outside research Jennifer works in Mental Health Law 
Chairing a Mental Health Act Appeals Panel and in 
medico-legal investigation for the Royal College of 
Surgeons Invited Review Mechanism, HSIB’s Citizen 
Panel and for the NHS as a member of the NHS England 
Independent Funding Review Panel. She is a former CQC 
Inspector/MHA Commissioner, RCGP Quality Assessor 
and GP performance Assessor and served for 3 years on 
various NICE committees. Jennifer is a former Wellcome 
Trust Biomedical Ethics Scholar and currently holds 
honorary contracts with the Universities of Oxford, 

Cambridge, Kent and KCL. 

Jennifer has been involved in HIS for a number of years 
working on MRSA, COVID-19 and currently Rituals and 
Behaviours in Operating Theatres.

Dr Elaine Cloutman-Green

Dr Elaine Cloutman-Green is a Consultant Clinical 
Scientist working within infection prevention and 
control and Lead Healthcare Scientist at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH).

She started her Clinical Scientist training in 2004 in 
Microbiology and in 2007 she specialised in infection 
prevention and control. Her research focusses on the 
development and implementation of rapid molecular 
typing schemes and investigation of the role of the 
environment in transmission of infection.

She is the Chair of the Environmental Network, 
an Executive Member of the Society for Applied 
Microbiology, member of the ACB Microbiology 
Professionals Committee, and Country Ambassador for 
the American Society of Microbiology. She also holds 
strategic positions as Diagnostic Lead for the NIHR 
CRN Infection National Specialty Group, alongside 
membership of the NHS England AMR Programme 
Board and London Clinical Senate Council. 

In 2021 she was awarded the British Empire Medal for 
services to healthcare. Follow @girlymicro on Twitter.

Professor Peter Davey, MD FRCP

Emeritus Professor, Medical School Lead for Healthcare 
Improvement, Medical School, University of Dundee.

Peter Davey is an Emeritus Professor at the University 
of Dundee. He trained as an Infectious Diseases 
Physician in Birmingham UK and at the Tufts New 
England Medical Centre in Boston.

He joined the University of Dundee in 1989 on 
a University Grants Committee Clinical Senior 
Lectureship to work on record linkage in the fields 
of antibiotic prescribing and healthcare-associated 
infection. He is past President of the British Society 
for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy. He was awarded the 
Garrod Medal by BSAC in 2015 for his contribution to 
improving prescribing of antibiotics. 
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Dr Jim Gray, Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital; 
Editor in Chief, JHI 

Jim Gray has been a Consultant Microbiologist at 
Birmingham Children’s and Women’s Hospitals in 
England since 1995.

Research interests include point of care testing for 
group B streptococcus screening in labouring women, 
prevention and treatment of gynaecologic infections, 
and antibiotic stewardship in paediatrics.

Nationally, Jim has worked on several programmes with 
the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(NICE).

He is an Expert Advisor for the British National Formulary 
for Children (BNF-C), and has served on several national 
committees and international relating to paediatric 
infectious diseases and antibiotic treatment.

He began as an Assistant Editor for the Journal of 
Hospital Infection in 2011, later becoming Deputy Editor 
before being appointed as Editor-in-Chief in 2014.

Jim has almost twenty years of experience in medical 
publishing, during which time he has held editorial 
responsibilities with a number of other academic 
journals.

Dr Susan Hopkins 

In October 2021 Susan became Clinical and Public 
Health Transition Lead and the Chief Medical Advisor 
for UKHSA.

Previously she was the Interim Chief Medical Advisor at 
NHS Test and Trace and the Strategic Response Director 
for COVID-19 in PHE and led the division of healthcare-
associated infections and antimicrobial resistance.

She was appointed in 2006 as a consultant in infectious 
diseases and microbiology at the Royal Free London 
and continues to practice clinically. 

She holds current research funding of approximately 
£20million with research partners across the UK and 
has more than 250 peer-reviewed publications related 
to infectious diseases.

Martin Kiernan

Martin is Clinical Fellow at the Richard Wells Research 
Centre at the University of West London.

Martin has worked in infection prevention and control 
for 32 years in a variety of settings. He is a Visiting 
Clinical Fellow at the Richard Wells Research Centre 
at the University of West London, Conjoint Fellow at 
the University of Newcastle in New South Wales and a 
Clinical Consultant at GAMA Healthcare.

Prior to this he was Nurse Consultant and Deputy 
Director of Infection Prevention and Control at 
Southport and Ormskirk NHS Trust in the North-West 
of England. Martin was a member of the Department of 
Health (England) advisory committee on antimicrobial 
resistance, prescribing and healthcare-associated 
infection for ten years, is a past president of the 
Infection Prevention Society and led the scientific 
committee for the Healthcare Infection Society 
international conferences in 2014, 2016 and 2018.

His research interests centre on environmental hygiene, 
healthcare-associated pneumonia and urinary 
catheter-associated infections. He has presented at 
many international conferences, has published over 50 
papers and articles in peer-reviewed journals. He is a 
co-host of the ‘Infection Control Matters’ Podcast.

Professor Jean-Yves Maillard 

Jean-Yves Maillard is a Professor of Pharmaceutical 
Microbiology at the Cardiff School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Cardiff University, Wales.

His field of expertise concerns antimicrobials, 
particularly biocides; their activity, mechanisms 
of action, and emerging antimicrobial resistance 
and cross-resistance. He has a particular interest in 
sporicides, complex biofilms, dry surface biofilms, 
biocidal product design and efficacy including 
antimicrobial wipes.

His expertise also concerns the design of efficacy test 
protocols that mimic real life applications. Over the 
years, he has been the recipient of multiple awards 
including innovation and engagement ones. He has 
published over 180 peer-reviewed articles, 20 book 
chapters and 3 books and over 150 refereed conference 
communications.

He is the Chief Editor of Letters in Applied Microbiology 
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and a member of the editorial board for the Journal of 
Applied Microbiology and the Journal of Antimicrobial 
Chemotherapy. He has contributed to several working 
groups for the development of novel protocols, 
including Clostridium difficile efficacy standard test, 
pre-wetted wipe standard test and antimicrobial 
surface test.

He is Chair of the British Standard Institute CH/216/0-
/01 group on antimicrobial hard surface, and a member 
of the TC330 committee on antimicrobial hard surface. 

Professor Cath Noakes, OBE, 
FREng, FIMechE, FIHEEM, FISIAQ

Professor Cath Noakes is a chartered mechanical 
engineer, with a background in fluid dynamics.

She leads research into ventilation, indoor air quality 
and infection control in the built environment using 
experimental and modelling-based studies.

Since April 2020 she has co-chaired the Environment 
and Modelling sub-group of the UK Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies (SAGE) focusing on the 
science underpinning environmental transmission of 
COVID-19.

Dr David Shanson 
MB BS, FRCPath

David Shanson qualified from Westminster 
Hospital Medical School. He has held Consultant 
Microbiologist posts at St. Stephens, Westminster 
and Chelsea and Westminster Hospitals, and remains 
an Emeritus Consultant Clinical Microbiologist at 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital.

David is the author of the textbook Microbiology in 
Clinical Practice, and editor of the postgraduate book 
Septicaemia and Infective Endocarditis. He has authored 
and co-authored over 160 journal publications on 
hospital infection, bacteraemia, infective endocarditis 
and other topics.

David was a founder member of the Hospital Infection 
Society in 1979, its first Secretary in 1980, Chairman 
from 1984 to 1987, and Chairman of The First 
International Conference of the Hospital Infection 
Society in 1987. In 1980 he was an Assistant Editor of 
the Journal of Hospital Infection. Other activities include 

past President of The RSM Section of Pathology and 
recently President of The Medical Society of London.

Dr Robert C Spencer, 
Honorary Archivist HIS

‘Bob’ qualified at St Mary’s Hospital Medical School 
in 1970, and, following post-graduate studies at the 
Wright-Fleming Institute and Birkbeck College, he 
became a Reader at Sheffield University and Captain 
RAMC (V). 

In the 1990’s he moved to work for Public Health 
Laboratory Service, Health Protection Agency and 
Public Health England in Bristol and Porton Down. He 
worked across Government with regard to medical 
countermeasures to asymmetric threats, post 
9/11. He was Chair of the Central Sterilising Club, 
Hospital Infection Society and DEFRA CBRN Science 
Advisory Group; Honorary President of the Institute of 
Decontamination Scientists.

Following retirement in 2013, he has worked with an 
NGO—Medical Aid for Palestinians [MAP] in Gaza 
and Lebanon. Also in Jordan, West Bank and Israel 
with USAID and DIFD. He relaxes by following Burnley 
Football Club.

Professor Mark Wilcox, B Med 
Sci, BM, BS, MD, FRCPath

Professor Wilcox is a Consultant / Head of Microbiology 
Research and Development / and Infection Lead of 
the Leeds NIHR Diagnostic Technologies Medical 
Technology and In Vitro Diagnostic Co-operative at 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust; Professor of 
Medical Microbiology, Sir Edward Brotherton Chair 
of Bacteriology, at the University of Leeds; Lead on 
C. difficile infection for Public Health England; and 
National Clinical Director, Antimicrobial Resistance 
and Infection Prevention and Control for NHS 
England.

He has formerly been the Director of Infection 
Prevention (4 years), Infection Control Doctor (8 years), 
Clinical Director of Pathology (6 years) and Head of 
Microbiology (15 years) at LTHT. 

Since the pandemic, Professor Wilcox has been a 
member of UK Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies 
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(SAGE, COVID-19; and chairs one of its subgroups on 
Nosocomial Infection). He is co-chair of DHSC’s UK 
Technical Validation Group for COVID-19 tests, and 
is the clinical lead for winter virus multiplexing. He is 
a member of the Scientific Advisory Board for the EU 
Innovative Medicines Initiative’s COMBACTE-NET 
consortium.

From 2017, he was seconded one day per week to 
NHS Improvement to support the delivery of the new 
national target to reduce healthcare associated Gram-
negative blood stream infections in England. He was 
the Deputy Chair of the UK Department of Health’s 
Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare Associated 
Infection (ARHAI) Committee up until 2018; he became 
an invited expert/observer to this committee from 
2021. 

He is an expert advisor to the Department of Health in 
England on healthcare associated infections (HCAIs), 
UK NICE (C. difficile management and antimicrobial 
evaluations project), the UK EPIC/NICE projects, the 
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) programme on 
Healthcare Associated Infection, the Wellcome Trust 
and CARB-X panel on novel antimicrobials, the Centre 
for Health Economics (University of York) for the (UK 
NICE) evaluation of the value of antibiotics to the NHS, 
and the European Centre for Disease Control.

He is a member of UK, European and US working groups 
on C. difficile infection, and is on the Editorial Boards 
of Clinical Infectious Diseases, Journal of Hospital 
Infection and Infectious Diseases in Clinical Practice. 
He has provided clinical advice as part of the FDA/
EMA submissions for the approval of several novel 
antimicrobial agents, 1998-2022.

Professor Wilcox heads a Healthcare Associated 
Infection research team at the University of Leeds, 
comprising ~30 doctors, scientists and nurses; 
projects include multiple aspects of C. difficile 
infection, diagnostics, antibiotic resistance and the 
gut microbiome, staphylococcal infection, and the 
clinical development of new antimicrobial agents. He 
has a track record of translational research, including 
providing the basis of clinical advice to the NHS.

He has been the Principal/UK Investigator for 15 
clinical trials of new anti-infective drugs, 1999-2021, 
has carried out multiple NIHR portfolio studies on 
healthcare associated infection topics. He has authored 
>560 papers and published a number of books and 
chapters. He is co-editor of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 
(5th/6th/7th Eds, 2007/12/15).

Professor Peter Wilson

Prof Peter Wilson has recently retired as Consultant 
Microbiologist at University College London 
Hospitals.

He is chair of HIS Guidelines Committee and has 
been involved with producing a number of national 
guidelines, particularly management of multidrug 
resistant Gram-negative bacteria. He has a long-term 
research interest in the treatment and prevention 
of hospital-acquired infection and he set up an 
environmental microbiology research facility at UCLH. 

Professor Sharon Peacock MRCP, 
MRCPath, PhD, FMedSci, CBE

Sharon Peacock is currently Professor of Public Health 
and Microbiology at the University of Cambridge; 
Executive Director of the COVID-19 Genomics UK 
(COG-UK) consortium; and a Non-Executive Director 
on the board of Cambridge University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust.

She has raised around £60 million pounds in science 
funding, published more than 500 peer-reviewed 
papers, and has trained a generation of scientists in the 
UK and elsewhere. Sharon is a Fellow of the Academy of 
Medical Sciences, a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Microbiology, and an elected Member of the European 
Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO).

In 2015, she received a CBE for services to medical 
microbiology, and in 2018 she won the Unilever 
Colworth Prize for her outstanding contribution 
to translational microbiology. Sharon was recently 
awarded the MRC Millennium Medal 2021.
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Exhibition
BioArt and 
Infectious Disease
Anna Dumitriu
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Exhibition: BioArt and Infectious Disease 
by Anna Dumitriu
The HIS 40th anniversary event features an 
exhibition of BioArt works that explore themes 
around infectious disease by the award-winning, 
internationally-renowned British artist Anna 
Dumitriu whose work fuses sculpture, craft and 
bioscience to weave complex narratives around our 
relationship to infectious disease and its cultural and 
personal implications.

She creates her artworks hands-on in the lab as well 
as the studio and uses the tools and techniques of 
microbiology to create intricate artworks that reveal 

strange histories and emerging futures. Her obsessions 
with the history and treatment of infectious diseases, 
medical ethics, antibiotics and genetics speak urgently 
to the concerns of wide audiences and create a visceral 
and emotionally affecting experience. 

There will be an opportunity for attendees at the 40th 
anniversary event to work with the artist and contribute 
to a large-scale, installation entitled “Ex Voto”, which 
collects personal experiences of infectious disease on 
secular handmade metal votives.

Anna Dumitriu biography

Anna Dumitriu is an award winning internationally 
renowned British artist who works with BioArt, 
sculpture, installation, and digital media to explore 
our relationship to infectious diseases, synthetic 
biology and robotics.

Past exhibitions include ZKM, Ars Electronica, BOZAR, 
The Picasso Museum, HeK Basel, Science Gallery 
Detroit, MOCA Taipei, LABoral, Art Laboratory Berlin, 
and Eden Project.

She holds visiting research fellowships at the University 
of Hertfordshire, Brighton and Sussex Medical School, 
and Waag Society, as well as artist-in-residence roles 
with the Modernising Medical Microbiology Project 
at the University of Oxford, and with the National 
Collection of Type Cultures at the UK Health Security 
Agency.

She was the 2018 President of the Science and the 
Arts Section of the British Science Association. Her 
work has featured in many significant publications 
including Frieze, Artforum International Magazine, 
Leonardo Journal, The Art Newspaper, Nature and 
The Lancet. Current collaborations include the Institute 
of Microbiology and Microbial Biotechnology at 
BOKU – Universität für Bodenkultur in Vienna, the 
EU H2020 CHIC Consortium, the University of Leeds 
nd the Institute of Epigenetics and Stem Cells at 
HelmholtzZentrum in München.

annadumitriu.co.uk

Previous page: Ex Voto De Pest, Museum Het Valkhof (detail) 
©Anna Dumitriu Photograph: Flip Franssen
Right: Ex Voto, installation view, 2017 (detail)
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Anna Dumitriu: featured works

“Ex Voto” is an ongoing participatory artwork and 
major installation that explores the impact of 
infectious diseases and antibiotics on our lives, 
created through the making of ‘votive offerings’ 
during drop-in story sharing workshop sessions.

These secular ‘votive offerings’ reference those found 
in religious settings symbolising a wish or giving thanks 
for its fulfilment. The ‘votives’ are hung on ribbons, 
stained or dyed with bacteria, including various species 
of gut microbiota, Staphylococcus aureus and modified 
antibiotic-producing Streptomyces (all sterilised), 
as well as natural antimicrobial substances such as 
madder root, and non-hazardous chemical dyes used 
in the lab.

The artwork was extended during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and in particular the first lockdown period 
in 2020, as the artist documented her experiences and 
combined them with reflections and memories of the 
period that she heard about through friends, colleagues, 

social media and the news. The “Lockdown Votives” 
series explores the changing face of treatment of the 
disease, recovery stories, and other remembrances of 
the period. These votives are hung on turmeric dyed 
ribbon which has been a popular remedy during the 
pandemic. The ribbon is impregnated with actual SARS-
CoV-2 RNA (coronavirus) from a plasmid construct. 
A new series of ‘Plague Votives’ was commissioned 
in 2021 for De Pest (The Black Death) at Museum Het 
Valkof in Nijmegen. These votives are hung on walnut 
dyed ribbon impregnated with Yersinia pestis DNA 
which the artist extracted herself from killed bacteria 
in the lab at the National Collection of Type Cultures. 

Anna Dumitriu in collaboration with Dr Nicola Fawcett, 
Professor Maggie Smith, Dr Sarah Alexander (NCTC), Dr 
Jane Freeman, Dr Ines Moura.

With support from the History of Science Museum Oxford 
and the Valkof Museum, Nijmegen

Ex Voto 
2016 onwards 
Silk dyed with bacteria and antimicrobial natural and synthetic dyes

Above: Ex Voto, Installation View (detail) ©2017 Anna Dumitriu
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This unusual altered object is an engraved ‘Blue 
Henry’, a sputum flask carried by Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis (TB) patients in order to collect 
infected sputum coughed up from their lungs, 
rather than spit it out. 

The engraving shows a transmission network of 
TB patients revealed through new research by the 
Modernising Medical Microbiology Project using whole 
genome sequencing. A collection of TB samples taken 
from patients from the English Midlands between 1994 
and 2011 was sequenced and the method revealed 

many previously unrecognised links between patients. 
By identifying minor changes in the bacteria’s genome 
as it moves between people it is possible to reveal who 
passed the disease to whom.

This diagram shows the possible occurrence of what 
is known as a ‘super spreader’, numbered ‘1’, who 
caught the disease from patient ‘0’ and proceeded 
to spread it widely. Patient 1 is known to be a drug 
dealer and therefore a member of a recognised 
high-risk group for TB. 

Funded by The Wellcome Trust

Blue Henry 
2014 
Antique sputum cup, engraving

Above: Blue Henry (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
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This altered Pneumothorax Machine was originally 
used to collapse the lung of a Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis (TB) patient.

The therapy was intended to give the lung “a proper 
rest” in the belief that this would give it a chance to 
repair itself, and also that it would cut off the oxygen 
supply to the TB bacteria and kill them.

Around one third of pulmonary (lung) TB patients 
underwent some form of so-called ‘collapse therapy’ 
between the 1930s and 1950s until antibiotic 
treatments replaced this unpleasant procedure. The 
object is transformed through intricate carving and 

engraving. The carved case represents the texture of 
the lung tissue as the immune system attempts to ‘wall 
off’ the ‘foreign’ TB bacteria that it cannot eliminate.

The engraving represents a positive sputum smear test 
made using a Ziehl–Neelsen staining technique. This 
rapid diagnostic test can be used to diagnose patients 
with active pulmonary TB. The bacteria stain red with 
Carbol Fuchsin against a background of Methylene Blue 
and may give the appearance of scattered red ribbons.

The rise of drug resistant tuberculosis has seen new 
trials of artificial pneumothorax treatments.

Funded by The Wellcome Trust

Pneumothorax Machine 
2014 
Altered antique medical device with engraving and carving

Above: Pneumothorax Machine ©Anna Dumitriu
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This tiny altered antique hospital bed and screen are 
impregnated with the extracted DNA of Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis (TB) and dyed with natural dyes, which 
were historically used as treatments for TB.

However, until the discovery of the antibiotic 
Streptomycin in 1943, there was no effective treatment 
for TB and medical treatments were directed towards 
enhancing the immune systems of sufferers through a 

regime of regular meals and rest and fresh air. Some of 
the rest regimes were very extreme, such as artificially 
collapsing lungs in order to rest them.

Calculations were made as to the number of breaths 
required to perform specific tasks and patients would 
be confined to bed, sometimes in just one position until 
they recovered, rebelled or succumbed.

Funded by The Wellcome Trust

Rest, Rest, Rest! 
2014 
Metal and cloth stained with madder root and walnut with extracted DNA of tuberculosis

Above: Rest, Rest, Rest! ©Anna Dumitriu
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These tiny needle-felted lungs are made from wool 
and household dust impregnated with the extracted 
DNA of killed Mycobacterium tuberculosis (TB). 

The organisms have been rendered sterile using a 
validated process used in whole genome sequencing 
of TB. The lungs show various stages of the disease 
and forms of treatment. Around the turn of the 20th 
century, it was widely believed that household dust was 
one of the main transmission vectors.

Sufferers would cough up sputum from their lungs and 
spit it out. The sputum would dry and become mixed 
with dust. But it is not possible that the disease could 
be spread effectively in this manner, as the particles are 
far too large. 

Anna Dumitriu in collaboration with Kevin Cole and 
Professor John Paul, Modernising Medical Microbiology.

Funded by The Wellcome Trust

Where There’s Dust There’s Danger 
2014 
Needle felted wool and dust with extracted DNA of tuberculosis, plus framed magic lantern slide, 
vintage magazine article, drawing mounted in glazed wooden frame

Above: Where there’s dust, there’s danger (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
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“The MRSA Quilt” was created by embedding squares 
of cotton calico in chromogenic agar. This bacterial 
growth medium contains a dye that is taken up by 
Staphylococcus aureus bacteria, causing them to grow 
blue in colour and stain the calico.

The patterns on the squares are created using different 
tools and techniques in the treatment and diagnosis 
of infections caused by this bacterium and its drug-
resistant form, known as MRSA (methicillin or multi-
drug resistant Staphylococcus aureus).

These patterns include stripes and polka dots 
created using antibiotic susceptibility tests, such as 

vancomycin susceptibility discs and cefoxitin strips, 
and embroideries made using natural antibiotic dyed 
threads. Quilts are a traditional way of passing down 
stories and the piece can also be used as a discussion 
tool to facilitate dialogue between the wider public and 
scientific research teams.

Anna Dumitriu in collaboration with Dr John Paul, Dr James 
Price, Kevin Cole and Dr Rosie Sedgwick. Modernising 
Medical Microbiology, The University of Oxford, and Public 
Health England.

Funded via a Leverhulme Trust Artist in Residence Award.

The MRSA Quilt 
2012 
Cotton calico, sterilised bacteria, antibiotic and antimicrobial substances

Above: The MRSA Quilt (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
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This soft and cosy embroidered quilt hides a dark 
side; it uses actual infectious bacteria to reveal the 
emerging threat of antibiotic resistance, the ability of 
disease-causing organisms to combat the medicines 
we use to treat them.

The quilt is impregnated with actual traces of the most 
significant drug resistant bacteria, such as strains of 
Klebsiella pneumoniae, E. coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 
Enterococcus faecalis, Enterobacter cloacae, Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae (Gonorrhoea) and MRSA (Methicillin 
resistant Staphylococcus aureus) grown on multi-
coloured dye containing agar jelly, normally used for 
diagnosis. 

Some of the patches of silk have polka dots where discs 
of antibiotic impregnated paper have been effective 
in preventing the bacteria from growing, in others the 
bacteria swarms right across the silk unabated. On 
other contrasting patches the antibiotics have been 

completely overgrown by potentially deadly multidrug 
resistant bacteria that have evolved to beat our available 
treatments. Other patches of silk are impregnated with 
E. coli bacteria that have been genetically modified by 
the artist using a technique called CRISPR to remove its 
drug resistance abilities, suggesting that in the future 
techniques such as synthetic biology might help solve 
the present crisis. The patches of silk have all been 
sterilised.

Quilts are a traditional way of passing down stories 
and the piece can also be used as a discussion tool to 
facilitate dialogue about this important threat.

Anna Dumitriu in collaboration with Dr John Paul, Kevin 
Cole, Modernising Medical Microbiology, The University of 
Oxford, and Public Health England, and Dr Sarah Goldberg 
and Dr Roee Amit at Technion, Haifa as part of Future 
Emerging Art and Technology (FEAT) residency.

Commissioned by The Science Gallery Dublin.

The Antibiotic Resistance Quilt 
2017 
Silk dyed with bacteria grown of chromogenic agar (sterilised), embroidery

Above: The Antibiotic Resistance Quilt (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
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Globally we are running out of antibiotics to treat 
infections caused by bacteria because these microbes 
can quickly evolve ways to avoid being killed by 
them. We may again face the threat that even minor 
infections might kill us.

The artist wanted to understand how the search for 
antibiotics has changed since the original work on 
penicillin in the 1930s and 1940s.

Dumitriu has worked with Professor Smith to learn 
how to edit the antibiotic pathways of bacteria using 
the viruses that infect them to potentially create new 
drugs. Works here include modified Streptomyces.

Anna Dumitriu in collaboration with Professor Maggie 
Smith, University of York.

Supported via the Wellcome Trust.

The Hunt for New Antimicrobials 
2016 
Silk, sterilised wild type and genetically modified bacteria

Above left: “Stress” (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
Above centre: “Viral Interventions” wild type (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
Above right: “Viral Interventions” modified type (detail) ©Anna Dumitriu
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Thank you
The Society would like to offer extended thanks to Barry Cookson, 
David Shanson, Bob Spencer and the 40th Anniversary Scientific 
Programme Committee for the enormous amount of time they have 
dedicated to ensuring our celebration event is a success. 

40th Anniversary 
Scientific Programme Committee
Chair: Hilary Humphreys (HIS President)

David Shanson (HIS Founder Member)

Bob Spencer (Past HIS Chair)

Gary French (Past HIS President)

Martin Kiernan 

Elisabeth Ridgway (Past HIS Chair)

Peter Wilson (HIS Guidelines Committee Chair)

Mark Garvey

Tim Boswell (Past HIS Chair)

Mike Cooper

Jo Walker (HIS Trainee Committee Chair)

James Price (HIS Professional Development Committee Chair)

Nik Mahida (Editor, JHI) 
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